Jury statement Paul Schuitema-award 2020
The Paul Schuitema Prijs [award] is not just about rewarding an outstanding production. In spirit, vision, and method, the awarded body of work must relate to that of Paul Schuitema - photographer, typographer, furniture designer, painter, interior architect, and respected teacher at our Royal Academy of Art. So, criteria regarding social relevance, the design process and research, organizing capabilities, authenticity, and progressive thinking must be met. Based on these criteria, the judges have tried to answer the following question: ‘If Paul Schuitema would still be teaching here today, which project(s) would have gotten his keen support?’

This question, these criteria, and the expertise of the judges resulted in a coherent selection.

However, before we reveal the 2020 award winner, the jury would like to express that it was especially pleased with those students that had the stamina, curiosity, and capability to explore their subjects all the way - regarding analyses, context, and relevance. Acknowledging this, the jury gives honorable mentions to Davide Degano (Photography) for Beyond the Land of Castles & Mila Baumann (Interior Architecture & Furniture Design) for Flow State. Both join content and form into self-evident outcomes. They successfully translate concepts and research into an intrinsic output that invites the viewer to their themes and positions.

Congratulations!
And now for the winner: 
The jury has decided to grant the Paul Schuitema Prijs 2020 to Photography student Silvy Amorim Crespo for The Land of Elephants. Silvy claims her position within the discipline with this topical narrative mediated through strong (spot-on) visuals that illustrate an understanding of how to reach an audience. She achieves this by combining a genuinely motivated thematic focus with evident editing skills and a 'professional curiosity' to explore photography - its codes, layers and technical possibilities - as the medium to address political and moral issues. Thus, she (indeed) relates to Schuitema's practice.

Congratulations!
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