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About the KABK
Hello! Great that you’re taking the opportunity to look at
this booklet. We imagine you’d like to know what to expect
if you decide to study at the KABK? This handy booklet gives
some tips for preparing your portfolio and motivational
letter in line with KABK’s application procedure.
Become an independent researcher
We want our students to become independent artists and designers. We’re looking for students with an inquiring mindset,
who are interested in the world around them, question established patterns in society and seek to propose new solutions.
Your study programme will give you the tools to deepen these
skills and the opportunity to work on your personal interests and
ambitions. At the KABK, research is regarded as an integral part
of artistic or design practice. We therefore don’t teach research
as a separate ‘subject’, although it may be the specific focus of
certain parts of the curriculum. Research is conducted at all levels of the curriculum, while the nature of the research activities
will be different at each educational level.
Join an international community
The KABK is a community with a strong international orientation, and all our programmes are taught in English. Our students
come from different cultures and countries all over the world.
You will additionally have classes with international guest teachers, and there are many opportunities to follow an internship
or exchange programme abroad. At the KABK you are trained
to become an artist or designer who can work not only in the
Netherlands but anywhere in the world.
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We love collaborations
We like to collaborate with organisations and companies that
are open to experimenting, and we aim to develop a partnership that can benefit both parties. We connect students with
a variety of private companies, non-profit organisations and
government agencies, ranging from Amnesty International and
Greenpeace to Arriva and Boijmans van Beuningen. The goal
of these partnerships is to expand the opportunities offered to
our students to connect with fields outside the academy.
Client partners benefit from the inquisitive nature and out-ofthe-box solutions offered by KABK students. In return, students
have the opportunity to work with clients on projects that give
them relevant job experiences and prepare them for a successful career in the world of art and design.

workshops are the place to be. Experimentation and coincidence start with execution, with doing. Your intuition can be
a key ingredient in the creative process. The Material Labs
give teachers and workshop instructors the chance to share
their expertise with you.
Tradition and innovation
The KABK was founded in 1682, which makes it the oldest art
academy in the Netherlands. The academy’s long tradition in
the visual arts and design and focus on craft skills are renowned.
However, we also look ahead to the future, through innovation,
digital media and technological developments. The academy offers you access to more than 15 different workshops, including a
wood workshop, printmaking workshop, photography workshop,
hacklab, digital media workshop and 3D lab.

Interdisciplinary exploration
An element within our bachelor programmes is the Individual Study Track (IST), which allows students to discover and
develop their fascinations and preferences and their personal
artistic attitude. The IST is an excellent opportunity for students
to discover their own potential and ambitions and to customise
their studies accordingly.
The IST includes projects in Research Labs and Material Labs.
Research Labs are experimental, research-based interdisciplinary work groups offered by two or more departments and/or research domains. They enable further exploration and deepening
of the research orientation of our programmes by encouraging
students to collaborate on specific themes with students and
teachers from other disciplines. Material Labs are an opportunity to ‘think with your hands’, and for these our state-of-the-art
6
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What is a portfolio?
A portfolio: what is it, how does it work and what does it do?
If you decide to apply for a study programme at the KABK,
we ask you to compile a portfolio. This portfolio should give a
good overview of your past artworks and/or artistic activities.
If you don’t have any artworks yet, you can show the topics that
interest you, who inspires you and the kind of work you’d like
to create. We’re interested in all art forms (including visual art,
interdisciplinary art, media art, theatre, film, music, etc.), which
can take shape in drawings, sketches, photographs, designs,
sources of inspiration, sculptures, digital work, paintings, video,
performances, typography, robotics and more. While your
portfolio should include copies and/or documentation of your
process and works, we also expect you to write short texts
describing the individual works, illustrated with photographs,
drawings, reviews and suchlike. Although it’s important to know
there are no restrictions on the form and content of your (digital)
portfolio, a few tips and pitfalls are presented on the following
pages to help you start or expand your current portfolio.
Curiosity
You may naturally use your portfolio to show what you can
already do, such as certain technical skills or crafts, but it's
also important to show where your curiosity lies. What are your
personal interests? What inspires you? Why do you like working
with - or want to explore - a specific material? Which topics do
you find interesting? What's your opinion about certain issues
and themes in your personal environment? All these are important to show the committee that you have an inquiring mindset.
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Process
You can view your portfolio as a story or 'conversation piece',
which clearly displays what your thought processes are or how
you've arrived at a certain stage or (end) product within your
process. This is why it's important to show your process in your
portfolio. For instance, by including sketches, material experiments and sources of inspiration you can also show alternative
approaches and solutions that you devised when things didn't
work out. You should indicate clearly in your portfolio what is
part of the process and what you see as final work. If you've
already done an internship or assisted with a project, then show
what your contribution was in that process. You can do this, for
example, by adding a few sentences to the images you provide
or writing down some thoughts, but keep it short. The most
important point is that you give insight into your working
process and don't only present the final result.
Documentation
To give other people an insight into your projects, documentation is essential. You therefore have to keep records of your working process. Documentation can be in the form of photographs
or videos of try-outs, the final result or sketches of your ideas,
while you can use text to indicate the dimensions of your work,
for example, or what materials are used. Your documentation
doesn't need to meet high professional standards: photographs
taken with your phone or screenshots are also fine. Just make
sure that the important elements are clearly visible, in focus
and of reasonable quality; the same applies for digital works,
such as audio or video.
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Selecting work for your portfolio
Work you have created for yourself, rather than as a commission
or for someone else, is often the most interesting. It's important
that your portfolio shows who you are and what you find important, striking, exciting or fascinating, and this is demonstrated
most clearly in your own self-chosen work. Assignments given
by your previous school, for example, are often based on a specific theme or material. You're welcome to include school assignments in your portfolio, but try to alternate them with work that
you've created on your own. Your portfolio will then give a better
reflection of who you are and what's important to you.
Don't be afraid to present a lot of process, sketches and outcomes in your portfolio, but also try to select what you think it's
important for the committee to see. When selecting, you can
think of the order in which you present your work. Consider what
you want to show first and what last, for all kinds of different
reasons. For example, you can tell a story through your portfolio,
show projects one after another or show individual projects. You
may already have a website of your work, but this is not the same
as a portfolio, which is much more about gaining an insight into
your thoughts and ideas. A portfolio can be 100 pages or 10, so
it's important to think about which projects present you best
and which don't. Which sketches, research and outcomes are
important and which aren't. It usually helps to start with making
a selection and then leaving it for a day and taking another look.
If you're applying to a specific department, you can still include
works in different media; for example, if you're applying for photography, you can also include design sketches.
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How to upload your
digital portfolio?
You have selected all the sketches, photos, videos, outcomes, and so on and compiled them into your portfolio.
What now?
Applying to a department
There are several steps to go through before you're admitted
to a department. The first is to sign up for your chosen study
programme on our website www.kabk.nl, which also gives the
precise instructions and practical information relating to the
application procedure.
Upload your portfolio
First click on the 'Apply' button; the application procedure will
then continue via Studielink. After following the instructions and
submitting your details in Studielink, you will receive an email
from our Student Administration. Note! Please check your spam
box if you haven't received this email shortly after enrolling. This
email contains further instructions on uploading your portfolio
and motivation letter for your chosen department. It's important
that you check the deadlines, as the whole enrolment procedure
will take some time. You should also be aware that there will
be MB limits for your portfolio; useful tutorials about reducing
file size are available online. The specific portfolio requirements
for each department are given on the website: simply go to the
department's page and click on 'Admission requirements'.
16
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The most convenient format is a PDF file. Digital portfolios
should be submitted in common file formats, such as jpeg, gif,
tiff, pdf, mp3, wav, aiff, flv, QuickTime (mov), avi, txt, rtf, Word
(doc/docx/odt) or PowerPoint (ppt/pptx/odp).

you have the required educational level. Because our study
programmes are taught in English, it's also important that your
English is at a sufficient level. You can find the exact admission
requirements of each department on the KABK website.

Admission preparatory courses
If you're interested in studying at an art academy but feel you
need more preparation before following a bachelor programme,
or if you're not sure exactly which programme you want to follow, then you might like to apply for a preparatory programme.
The application procedure for the various preparatory courses
is slightly different from that for our bachelor programmes: for
example, you're not required to submit a digital portfolio, but
rather to bring a physical portfolio to one of the selection days.
More information about the application procedure for preparatory
courses can be found on our website.
Admission requirements Bachelor programmes
If you want to apply for a bachelor programme, you need to
go through several steps to complete your application.
Step 1: Apply via Studielink
Step 2: Submit your portfolio
Step 3: Entrance examination day/interview
Step 4: Upload diplomas and required documents
To start your application, it's important to check that your diploma meets the requirements. If you're Dutch, you need an MBO
4, HAVO or VWO diploma. If you're non-Dutch, then you need a
diploma that is equivalent to these Dutch diplomas.
If you don’t have an equivalent diploma, there's another option:
you can take a KABK entrance examination to show whether
18

19

Motivation Letter
Another element of the application procedure is your
motivation letter, explaining why you want to apply for a
specific programme at the KABK. A few points you could
mention are listed below.
Why?
It’s important that your portfolio is personal and reflects your
interests, and the same is true for your motivation letter. In a motivation letter you introduce yourself and explain why you want
to study at the KABK. What do you hope to learn and do at the
KABK, and why are you choosing this specific programme?

They may be other artists and designers, but could also be certain subjects, materials, techniques, exhibitions, trips or books,
for example. You can find inspiration in all kinds of ways, which
differ from person to person. If you mention people’s names,
explain which aspects of them or their work you find inspiring.
It’s also good to give insight into what your ambitions are when
you apply to study at the KABK. Your ambitions could naturally
change during your years at the academy, but it’s helpful to
know what your current goals are. Do you want to be an independent artist, work in a museum or become a curator? All this
can also be included in your motivation letter, if you think it’s
relevant for you.

Show your Inspiration & ambition
In the motivation letter you can describe your interests in the
broadest sense of the word. What are your thoughts on certain
topics? For example, you could write about your fascination for
certain works by a favourite artist, specific art forms that inspire
you, materials that fascinate you, or simply a philosophical idea,
scientific issue or technology; whatever you like. Your motivation
letter can also include something about your relationship with
contemporary visual art and design. Show that you’re interested in what’s happening in the world around you. You can write
about your experiences with contemporary art and design
museums, theatre, performances, cultural festivals, art in public
space and so on. Get out there! What effect does it have on you?
As an artist or designer, inspiration and research are very important in creating artistic work. Who or what are your sources of
inspiration and why? How do they affect your working process?
20
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Did you know...

Questions?

... that we also offer a Double Degree programme?
A Double Degree? What’s that? Highly motivated Fine Arts
students can combine their BA Fine Arts programme with
Leiden University’s BA Arts, Media and Society.

If you have any questions about your portfolio after reading
this booklet, you can find more information about each department on the website. You can also contact the coordinator of
a specific department for questions about your portfolio or the
application procedure.

... that you can also customise your bachelor
programme at the KABK?

All the contact details of each department are given on our
website: www.kabk.nl/en/programmes

Customise my programme? How? You have the chance to
curate 20% of your own curriculum at the KABK. This part of the
curriculum is called the Individual Study Track (IST). It allows you
to focus on discovering and developing your fascinations and
preferences and your personal artistic attitude. The IST gives
you an excellent opportunity to discover your own potential and
ambitions and to customise your studies accordingly. The KABK
has a wide range of IST Labs to accommodate your ambitions,
but you can also develop your own projects and collaborate with
students from other departments.

Questions about practical matters, such as tuition fees, visas
and the enrolment procedure, can be addressed to the Student
Administration via:
Student administration
studentadministration@kabk.nl

… that when studying in The Hague, you’re studying in the
International City of Peace and Justice?
Tens of thousands of people in The Hague work every day to
build a more peaceful and just world. Doing good and doing
business forms the very heart and soul of The Hague’s economy,
with an increasing focus on using new technologies to help accelerate peace, justice and security worldwide.
24

25

Notes

26

27

Notes

28

29

Colophon
Published by
Royal Academy of Art, The Hague
© January 2022
Text
Lieke van der Made
Updated by Co Knol
Translation
Academisch Talencentrum
Design
Jaap Smit
Typeface
Marr Sans (Commercial Type)
Royal Academy of Art
Prinsessegracht 4
2514 AN The Hague
The Netherlands
No rights can be derived in any way
from the contents of this publication.
www.kabk.nl

30

31

The Royal Academy of Art, The Hague

